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Summary (and Rationale):  
In this lesson students will be brainstorming the ideas surrounding the fundamental principles of American democratic politics. They will then find the connections between the principles (assessment identifiers) and create groupings and labels, those will be used to formulate a concept of the larger idea: constitutional democracy. The purpose of this lesson is to establish a base knowledge of the principles that go into maintaining the constitutional democracy of the United States. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [time]
As a class, we will first go over the ideas from the Enlightenment thinkers and I will make a statement concerning where those ideas would eventually lead (the fundamental principles of the US politics). Then I will guide them in a short discussion about how our government keeps a constitutional democracy. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	CE.C&G1.5

When presented with a reading selection about Constitutional democracy during class time students will independently evaluate 8/10 of  the named fundamental principles of American politics in terms of the extent to which they have been used effectively to maintain constitutional democracy in the United States (e.g., rule of law, limited government, democracy, consent of the governed, etc.).
	Students will read from their selection and identify/evaluate:

 a. The Creator-endowed inalienable rights of the people.

b. Structure of government, separation of powers with checks and balances.

c. Frequent and free elections in a representative government.

d. Rule of law.

e. Equal justice under the law.

f. Private property rights.

g. Federalism.

h. Due process.

i. Individual rights as set forth in the Bill of Rights.

j. Individual responsibility.


State the objective: [5 minutes]
Assessment: [20 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [10 minutes]
I will lead them to call out to me brainstorming ideas from the reading, surrounding the question “what is a Constitutional democracy and what is involved with one”. I expect them to name the identifiers as well as any other ideas they may have. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [7-10 minutes]
Students in groups of 3-4 will then take the brainstorming ideas and break them into groupings on the graphic organizer provided. I would expect such groupings as individual liberties, government, and justice. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]
In closing, we will review how students broke up their brainstorming and how all parts of the map fit together to form one answer to the essential question. 
VI. Independent Practice: [maximum 20 minutes]
At home students will complete their maps and identifiers if they have not already finished them in class. 
STANDARDS:
CE.C&G1.5
Plans for Individual Differences: 
(if necessary) Think-pair-share - students and ask one of the pair to talk about the lesson for 30 seconds while the other student listens carefully. Roles are reversed and the ﬁrst student listens while the second student reﬂects on the lesson for 30 seconds, but cannot repeat anything that the ﬁrst student said. After the activity, students share a one-sentence summary.
References (APA style):
Quigley, C. N. (2014). CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY. Retrieved April 14, 2014, from http://new.civiced.org/resources/publications/resource-materials/390-constitutional-democracy
