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Cooperative Learning – Graffiti 
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Subject(s): Civics and Economics
Topic or Unit of Study (Title): The US Constitution
Grade Level: 12th
Materials: Civics textbook, reading selection from DI lesson, large poster paper, markers
Summary (and Rationale):  
In this lesson students will learn about the Bill of Rights, the first 10 Amendments to the constitution. During the lesson they will have the opportunity to gather information about each of the first 10 Amendments and formulate their own ideas about amending the constitution. They will then be guided into a “graffiti” model, answering questions on large sheets of paper and rotating stations. 

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes]
I will bring the class to order, and review the Constitution as a whole. I will then lead the students in a short discussion concerning the need for amendments. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	CE.C&G.2.3
Students will evaluate the U.S. Constitution as a “living Constitution” in terms of how the words in the Constitution and Bill of Rights have been interpreted and applied throughout their existence and use this information to create their own opinions about amendments in order to create a mock amendment for current political issues. 
	Students will complete a “graffiti” model class exercise giving mock amendments for current political issues. They will also complete a handout with the same information from their graffiti exercise, to keep with their class notes. 


State the objective: [5 minutes]
Assessment: [30 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [15 minutes]
I will guide the students in a discussion of the first 10 Amendments and their importance. We will then move the discussion onto the topic of current political issues, and if more amendments would help resolve these issues – like it they have been proven to in the past. 

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [time]
Students will form equal groups and makes rounds of the five stations around the classroom. Each station will have a current political issue and students will be directed to either 1)name an Amendment that applies to the political issue or 2)suggest a NEW Amendment that would solve the issue. Issues are as follows:
· Marriage Equality

· Gun violence

· Healthcare

· Rights of private businesses with respect to the National government

· Government aid (welfare, food stamps, public housing)
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10 minutes]
Students will sit back down, and take time to review the information given during the graffiti exercise. They will finish writing down the answers of their peers. We will hold a short discussion about their answers. 
VI. Independent Practice: [1 hour]
Students will use their responses from the exercise to pick one new amendment and create a poster outlining the characteristics of the amendment and how it would be applied. This poster will be larger than a sheet of 8.5”x11” sheet of paper and contain no less than 200 words. The poster should be eye-catching and use multiple colors, so that it can be displayed in the classroom. 
STANDARDS:

CE.C&G.2.3
Plans for Individual Differences: 

References (APA style):

Rubric for Posters:
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Required Elements
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information.
	All required elements are included on the poster.
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster.
	Several required elements were missing.

	Graphics -Clarity
	Graphics are all in focus and the content easily viewed and identified from 6 ft. away.
	Most graphics are in focus and the content easily viewed and identified from 6 ft. away.
	Most graphics are in focus and the content is easily viewed and identified from 4 ft. away.
	Many graphics are not clear or are too small.

	Title
	Title can be read from 6 ft. away and is quite creative.
	Title can be read from 6 ft. away and describes content well.
	Title can be read from 4 ft. away and describes the content well.
	The title is too small and/or does not describe the content of the poster well.

	Grammar
	There are no grammatical mistakes on the poster.
	There is 1 grammatical mistake on the poster.
	There are 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster.
	There are more than 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster.


